
Motor Vehicle Assessments 20 Years or Older



Disclaimer

• This presentation is merely a sharing of information and highlighting laws that have passed

• It may contain quotes for the OLR; however, OLR summaries are not “legal opinions”

• OPM does not provide legal opinions

• While Michael, Jennifer and I may share our thoughts, or how we have interpreted certain 
laws, CAAO, and the Legislative Committee, do not provide legal opinions

• While we may share some of the legal opinions we have received from our town attorney, it is 
only the local assessor and their corporation counsel who should determine how each town 
interprets & implements new & existing laws.



Assessor quotes on MVS 20+ yrs old
• I thought we had to put them at 15% of MSRP?

• I didn’t know some towns were putting them at $500

• Do we have a choice?

• What justification did towns have for using $500 for all 20+ yrs old?

• Because some towns used $500, I got creamed by my taxpayers at the counter all 
month long in July for having used 15% of MSRP!

• I don’t care which way we do it;  I just think its imperative that we all do it the same!



History of “Antique Vehicle” assessments
• PA 73-531 set a “$500 maximum assessment limit” on an “Antique Vehicle”.

Qualifications: (1) Must have DMV issued antique plates (code 25)
(2) Manufactured at least 25 years ago
(3) Restored & maintained for exhibitions, club activities, parades, & 
other public functions
(4) Not utilized for general transportation

Legislative History: 

Proponents stated stamps, arts, & other collectables were not taxed.  There are no 
standards for valuing antiques.  They are a cultural & technological history worth preserving.  
And the requirement that they be registered code 25, & not used for general transportation, 
provided a fair check & balance against abuse.

Opponents argued the state’s economic situation did not warrant special treatment for 
antique cars and the assessment limit was a bad precedent.

Bill passed the House 142-12 and passed unanimously in the Senate on a “consent calendar”.



PA 79-25      AAC Historical, Special or Rare Vehicles
Stand alone bill

• Amended Sec. 14-1 of the Connecticut General Statues to add the following 
definition:

• (56) “Modified antique motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle 
twenty-five years old or older which has been modified for safe 
road use, including, but not limited to, modifications to the drive 
train, suspension, braking system and safety or comfort 
apparatus;

At this time, DMV begins issuing Code 25 plates to any 
vehicle 25 yrs or older regardless of modifications or use



PA 05-218     AA Amending Certain MV Statutes
• The act amended 14-1(3) and 14-1(56) and lowers the threshold for qualifying.

• Sec. 42. Subdivision (3) of subsection (a) of section 14-1 of the general statutes is repealed and the 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2005):

• (3) "Antique, rare or special interest motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle [twenty-five] twenty years 
old or older which is being preserved because of historic interest and which is not altered or modified 
from the original manufacturer's specifications.

• Sec. 43. Subdivision (56) of subsection (a) of section 14-1 of the general statutes is repealed and the 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2005):

• (56) "Modified antique motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle [twenty-five] twenty years old or older 
which has been modified for safe road use, including, but not limited to, modifications to the drive train, 
suspension, braking system and safety or comfort apparatus.

At this time, DMV begins issuing Code 25 plates to any 
vehicle 20 yrs or older regardless of modifications or use



PA 08-150     AA Amending Certain MV Statutes
• Amended subsection (b) of Sec. 12-71 of the Connecticut General Statues as follows:

Sec. 56. Subsection (b) of section 12-71 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is 
substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2008):

(b) Except as otherwise provided by the general statutes, property subject to this section shall be 
valued at the same percentage of its then actual valuation as the assessors have determined with 
respect to the listing of real estate for the same year, except that any antique, rare or special 
interest motor vehicle, [for which number plates have been issued under section 14-20] as 
defined in section 14-1, as amended by this act, shall be assessed at a value of not more than 
five hundred dollars.

• (1) removed the “requirement for an antique plate”

• (2) added the definition of “as defined in section 14-1”

• (3) did not limit the definition to “as defined in section 14-1(3)”

• (4) if not limited to 14-1(3), then 14-1(56) also applies/qualifies



PA 08-150  as defined in section 14-1, as amended by this act

Both of (3) & (56) are definitions listed in 14-1
Both (3) & (56) have been receiving Code 25 plates from DMV since 1979

• CGS Sec. 14-1. Definitions. Terms used in this chapter shall be construed as follows, unless another 
construction is clearly apparent from the language or context in which the term is used or unless the 
construction is inconsistent with the manifest intention of the General Assembly:

• (3) “Antique, rare or special interest motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle twenty years old or older 
which is being preserved because of historic interest and which is not altered or modified from the 
original manufacturer's specifications;

• (56) “Modified antique motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle twenty years old or older which has been 
modified for safe road use, including, but not limited to, modifications to the drive train, suspension, 
braking system and safety or comfort apparatus;

An argument can be made that, beginning with the 2009 GL,
every vehicle over 20 yrs old should have been at $500



PA 09-187     AAC the Functions of the DMV
• Amended Sec. 12-71 and added the following:

• “The owner of such antique, rare or special interest motor vehicle may be required by the assessors 
to provide reasonable documentation that such motor vehicle is an antique, rare or special Interest 
motor vehicle”

• This states “may” be required which makes it a subjective determination that is optional.  

• If optional, then it is not required.

• If optional, and not required, an assessor has the authority to assign the $500 assessment without 
requiring any documentation.

• If the role of the assessor is the “fair administration of the local property tax”, I felt it was more fair, 
equitable, & uniform to treat all of our taxpayers the same.  It also felt like trying to inform 1,800 
vehicles per year of their right to file an affidavit, then receiving and data entering affidavits, would be 
a poor utilization of resources and limit our ability to find untaxed property.



OLR Report 2023-R-0127
“Assessment Limit on Antique Vehicles”

• These are direct quotes from OLR:
• “The legislature expanded the types of vehicles eligible for the special antique vehicle 

plates, and thus for the $500 assessment limit, to (1) motor vehicles other than 
automobiles and (2) vehicles used for general transportation and not just for shows, 
clubs and parades.”

• “The assessment limit law was enacted in 1973.  It originally applied only to 
automobiles that were (1) at least 25 yrs old, (2) not used for general transportation, 
and (3) issued special DMV antique plates.  Later changes (1) reduced the qualifying 
age, (2) allowed vehicles, including vehicles other than cars, used for general 
transportation to qualify, and (3) removed the antique license plate requirement.”

• These two OLR quotes fully support the $500 assessment for all vehicles 20+ and 
that the antique plate requirement has been removed



CGS 14-1  Definitions
• (3) “Antique, rare or special interest motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle twenty years old or older 

which is being preserved because of historic interest and which is not altered or modified from the 
original manufacturer's specifications;

• (56) “Modified antique motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle twenty years old or older which has been 
modified for safe road use, including, but not limited to, modifications to the drive train, suspension, 
braking system and safety or comfort apparatus;

• Based on the rules for Statutory Construction, nothing gets placed in the statutes for no reason at all.  

“The presumption is that every word and provision in a statute has meaning and

was  intended to have legal effect by the legislature.”  

I cannot find any other application for 14-1(56) other than this assessment issue

When they amended 14-1(3) (PA 05-218) and changed it from 25 to 20 years old, they also amended 
14-1(56) changing it from 25 to 20 years further suggesting they are linked.



Reading OLRs interpretations one at a time
• If OLR says that says that:

(1) in 1979, the legislature expanded the types of vehicles to qualify for antique plates to 
include “vehicles used for general transportation” and cited (PA 79-25).

• And the ONLY thing that PA 79-25 did was create CGS 14-1(56) “Modified antique motor 
vehicle” allowing a MVS to have been modified.  

Then antique MVS which are modified, and daily drivers,

have qualified for antique plates since 1979.

(2) Then OLR says that in 2008, the legislature “eliminated the requirement that

vehicles have antique plates to qualify for the assessment cap” (PA 08-150).

If the Code 25 plate requirement is lifted, then MVS which are modified, 

and daily drivers, now get the $500 cap even without code 25 plates.



24-25 legislation - MSRP & Depreciation Tables
CGS 12-63 Age of Vehicle Percentage of MSRP*

Year 13 25% 
Year 14 20%
Year 15-19 15%
20 & Beyond Not less than $500 (not a %)

If the legislature wanted 20 & beyond to ALSO be at 15%, then why not say:

Age of Vehicle Percentage of MSRP

Year 15 & Beyond 15% but not less than $500

When the plain language of the statute is clear, there is no need for interpretation.

*In 12-63, “20 and Beyond” does not provide a “percentage of MSRP” in the “percentage” collum.  If there is 
no “percentage” in the percentage collum, we do not agree that 15% should be assigned to “20 and 
Beyond” category because that could have been easily stated if intended by inserting “Year 15 & Beyond = 
15% but not less than $500”.



COPY & PASTE FROM CGS 12-63(7) For assessment years commencing on or after October 1, 2024, the following schedule of 
depreciation shall be applicable with respect to motor vehicles based on the manufacturer's suggested retail price of such motor vehicles, 
provided no motor vehicle shall be assessed at an amount less than five hundred dollars:

Percentage of MSRPAge of Vehicle

Eighty-five per centUp to year one

Eighty per centYear two

Seventy-five per centYear three

Seventy per centYear four

Sixty-five per centYear five

Sixty per centYear six

Fifty-five per centYear seven

Fifty per centYear eight

Forty-five per centYear nine

Forty per centYear ten

Thirty-five per centYear eleven

Thirty per centYear twelve

Twenty-five per centYear thirteen

Twenty per centYear fourteen

Fifteen per centYears fifteen to nineteen

Not less than five hundred dollars   (not a %)Years twenty and beyond



Where did the 24-25 MV Methodology come from?

• This new MV assessment (MSRP) methodology came out of the 

OPM Regional Efficiencies Working Group 
-Created almost immediately by Gov. Lamont after being elected (1/9/2019) 

-Governor wanted to identify possible benefits of regionalizing certain operations or 

find ways to provide the same services at a lesser cost to taxpayers

*You may recall the first run at this wanted to create regional assessment offices performing  “back 
office functions” like data entry for personal property declarations, etc.

**After which CAAO pushed back opposing that legislation but offering to get all the stakeholders into 
one room and brainstorm about what might actually work or be an improvement or an efficiency.



OPM Regional Efficiencies Working Group
• Originally comprised of directors of all the COGs, Assessors, Tax Collectors, Planners, 

GIS coordinators, and Jennifer Gauthier from OPM.

• Jennifer Lineaweaver, David Dietsch & myself were some of the original members.

• Later we broke into sub-groups and were given some direction.

• One sub-group was tasked with “pretending there was no MV tax in CT and creating 
one that was more fair & equitable” from scratch.

• We added more assessors like Shawna Baron & Patrick Sullivan (MV Committee), and 
the president from CAAO so the organization was aware of what was being discussed.

• Our final product included vehicles 20+ being assessed at $3,500.  Later dropped to 
$2,000 minimum by OPM.  Further later, after Gov. Lamont saw the final document OPM 
shared, he insisted it be dropped back down to a $500 minimum as he “did not want the 
poorest individuals getting a tax increase”. 



Even if you interpret the new legislation as telling 
you to put 20+ yr old MVS at 15% of MSRP

• That conflicts with preexisting statutory language regarding antique mvs that include those 
which have been modified, or are daily drivers, being eligible for the $500 assessment even 
without code 25 plates.

• However, at end of the day, only your own corporation council should be weighting in and giving 
your advice on statutory interpretation and how to proceed in your municipality.

• Not CAAO & Not OPM.  

As the assessor, you must take the oath & certify that, to the best of your 
knowledge & belief, the Grand List is fair, true, & accurate according to law.


