Important Notice to all Connecticut Municipal Assessors

June 3, 2005

On May 21, 2004, Governor Rowland signed Public Act 04-115, “An Act Concerning Forestry Management.”  Sections 2 & 3 of the new law significantly changed sections 12-107b and 12-107d of the Connecticut General Statutes (what assessors generally know as the Forest Land portion of PA490.)  Those changes took effect on July 1, 2004.

One important change is that all municipal assessors are now required to file a report with the State Forester’s Office during the month of June each year.  The text of the pertinent section of CGS 12-107d.follows: 

      (k) During the month of June each year the assessor of a municipality within which land classified as forest land is situated shall report to the State Forester, in a format prescribed by the State Forester, the total number of owners of land classified as farm land, forest land or open space land as of the most recent grand list and a listing of the parcels of land so classified showing the acreage of each parcel, the total acreage of all such parcels, the number of acres of each parcel classified as farm land, forest land or open space land, and the total acreage for all such parcels.

Attached please find the standard annual report form.  This letter, the cover sheet for the report, and the MS Excel spreadsheet that is the body of the report will all be provided to the CAAO webmaster for posting on the CAAO web page.

Several of the data companies used by municipal assessors were provided with the form during the fall of 2004 and may be able to simply and easily compile the report for you.  If your data company is not able to compile the report for you, the form is simple and easy to complete “in-house.”

Should you or your staff require advice or assistance in completing the report, please feel free to call me, (State Forester Don Smith), at 860-424-3630.

Donald H. Smith, Connecticut State Forester
Connecticut D.E.P. Forestry, 79 Elm St., Hartford, CT  06106

Ph:  860-424-3630  Fax:  860-424-4070   Email:  don.smith@po.state.ct.us

