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To all Cities and Towns:

As we all know, by now, section 12-71(b) of the Connecticut General Statutes was amended.  The language that required a vehicle to have a plate issued under section 14-20 was removed and the words “antique, rare or special interest” motor vehicle, “as defined in section 14-1, as amended by this act”,(attached)  was added, in order for a motor vehicle to qualify for an assessed value of not more than $500.

There has been much discussion and some confusion as to how the amended statute should be interpreted.

For the sake of uniformity, the CAAO Executive Board voted to recommend the following uniform action with regard to pricing the October 1, 2008 motor vehicle grand list.
· Class code 25 vehicles should continue to be valued at no more than $500.  If you have knowledge that the vehicle DOES NOT meet the definition set forth in Section 14-1, those vehicles should be brought to the attention of the Department of Motor Vehicles.

· All other 20 year old or older vehicles should continue to be valued at their average retail value, as set forth in section 12-71d (attached) of the CT General Statutes.
The Town of Stonington has developed and affidavit that may be used to grant anyone that believes they qualify for the special assessment allowed in 12-71b for either a registered or non-registered motor vehicle.   It is attached.   

Several other Towns have developed a form, as well.  You may contact Cromwell and/or Guilford. 
Donna L. Ralston, CCMA II
Co-Chair
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 Sec. 14-1. Definitions. (a) Terms used in this chapter shall be construed as follows, unless another construction is clearly apparent from the language or context in which the term is used or unless the construction is inconsistent with the manifest intention of the General Assembly:

      (1) "Activity vehicle" means a student transportation vehicle that is used to transport students in connection with school-sponsored events and activities, but is not used to transport students to and from school;

      (2) "Agricultural tractor" means a tractor or other form of nonmuscular motive power used for transporting, hauling, plowing, cultivating, planting, harvesting, reaping or other agricultural purposes on any farm or other private property, or used for the purpose of transporting, from one farm to another, agricultural implements and farm products, provided the agricultural tractor is not used on any highway for transporting a pay load or for some other commercial purpose;

      (3) "Antique, rare or special interest motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle twenty-five years old or older which is being preserved because of historic interest and which is not altered or modified from the original manufacturer's specifications;
  Sec. 12-71d. Schedule of motor vehicle values. On or before the first day of October each year, the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management shall recommend a schedule of motor vehicle values which shall be used by assessors in each municipality in determining the assessed value of motor vehicles for purposes of property taxation. For every vehicle not listed in the schedule the determination of the assessed value of any motor vehicle for purposes of the property tax assessment list in any municipality shall continue to be the responsibility of the assessor in such municipality, provided the legislative body of the municipality may, by resolution, approve any change in the assessor's method of valuing motor vehicles. Any appeal from the findings of assessors concerning motor vehicle values shall be made in accordance with provisions related to such appeals under this chapter. Such schedule of values shall include, to the extent that information for such purpose is available, the value for assessment purposes of any motor vehicle currently in use. The value for each motor vehicle as listed shall represent one hundred per cent of the average retail price applicable to such motor vehicle in this state as of the first day of October in such year as determined by said secretary in cooperation with the Connecticut Association of Assessing Officers.
